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him the degree of Doctor of Laws. The Boston Society of Natural 
History awarded to him, in 1879, the Walker grand prize of $500, 
which in this instance was raised to $1,000 as a special recognition of 
his contributions to science. In 1879 he received a prize from the 
Royal Microscopical Society. The Geological Society of London 
awarded to him, in 1884, the Sir Charles Lyell medal for his pale- 
on tological researches ; and in 1888 he received from the Paris Acad- 
emy of Sciences the Cuvier medal for his work in biology. In the 
period from 1845 to 1887 he was elected honorary member by over 
forty of the learned societies of Europe and this country. 

It is impossible in this brief notice to do more than indicate in the 
most general manner the life work of this great man, which covers 
almost a half-century. In this period his contributions to natural his- 
tory number nearly one thousand, ranging from short papers to large 
illustrated volumes, which probably contain fewer errors of fact and 
interpretation than those of any other writer on so many and such 
varied subjects. His personal character was in perfect accord with his 
wonderful mental attainments. He was remarkable for an entire ab- 
sence of self-assertion or conceit. Wholly unselfish, his amiability and 
charming simplicity of manner rendered him a delightful companion, 
always approachable and ready to aid a student by advice or expla- 
nation. In the lecture-room his clear and concise descriptions formed 
word pictures rivalling in distinctness his admirable blackboard illus- 
trations. He was as incapable of deceit as he was modest, and sub- 
mitted to imposition rather than enter into controversy. His long life 
was devoted to science for the advancement of knowledge, and with- 
out thought of gain or personal glory. 

Notwithstanding failing health during the last few months, Dr. 
Leidy still continued his active work ; and thus, as he desired, with 
his shoulder to the wheel, one of America's greatest naturalists passed 
away. 

NOAH PORTER. 

Noah Porter, son of Rev. Noah Porter, D. D. (Yale College, 
1803), was born in Farmington, Conn., on the 14th of December, 
1811. His father was pastor of the Congregational Church in that 
town for nearly sixty years, and had high reputation as a learned, 
wise, faithful, and efficient minister. The son graduated at Yale Col- 
lege in 1831, and immediately took charge of the Hopkins Grammar 
School in New Haven, — a position which at the end of two years he 
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exchanged for a tutorship in College, at the same time entering the 
Divinity School. He resigned the tutorship in 1835, and on complet- 
ing his theological course was ordained, April 27, 1836, as pastor of 
the Congregational Church in New Milford, Conn. On the 13th of 
the same month he married Mary Taylor, the eldest daughter of his 
predecessor, and the sister of Rev. Dr. Taylor, — well known in his 
time as the advocate of the more liberal type of Calvinism in the 
Taylor-and-Tyler controversy, — who, as Professor of Divinity, had 
been his favorite teacher, and may have borne no small part in deter- 
mining the trend of his pupil's opinions. 

Mr. Porter was regarded from the first as a man of superior abil- 
ity, and his success in a long established church pointed to him as 
eminently fitted to take charge of a church that had yet to create its 
own future. He accordingly was invited to the pastorate of the then 
new (South) Congregational Church of Springfield, Mass., over which 
he was installed, January 12, 1843. But the friends of the College 
were undoubtedly right in believing that his special fitnesses were for 
academic service. He had been devoted to philosophical studies from 
his college days, and had shown his teaching power and administrative 
ability in his tutorship ; and when a new Professorship of Moral Phi- 
losophy and Metaphysics was established, he was at once sought as its 
incumbent. He was elected to this office in 1846, and filled it with 
distinction, honor, and growing influence till his death. Still retain- 
ing it, though of course delegating much of its work to other hands, 
he accepted the Presidency of the College on President Woolsey's 
resignation in 1871, fulfilled the difficult task of maintaining the 
prestige given it by his predecessor, and retired from the chair while, 
with unimpaired vigor of mind, his advanced years seemed the only 
reason for so doing. He, however, was probably conscious of de- 
clining bodily strength, and his last years were a period of gradual 
enfeeblement, followed by an illness of several weeks, which had its 
fatal issue on the 4th of March, 1892. 

President Porter was a voluminous writer. Among his published 
volumes are "The Human Intellect" (1868); "The American Col- 
leges and the American Public" (1870); "Books and Reading" 
(1871); "Elements of Intellectual Science" (1872); "Elements of 
Moral Science" (1885); "Kant's Ethics" (1886); and "Fifteen 
Years in the Chapel of Yale College " (1887). He also published a 
large number of sermons, addresses, and articles in periodicals, espe- 
cially in the New Englander, and was editor in chief of the successive 
editions of Webster's Dictionary from 1860. 
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His claims to distinction must have been recognized in more semi- 
naries of learning than he knew. His text-books have had, and still 
have, a largely extended use in colleges and academies. The degree 
of Doctor of Divinity was conferred on him by the University of New 
York in 1858, and that of Doctor of Laws by Western Reserve Col- 
lege in 1870, by Trinity College in 1871, and by the University 
of Edinburgh in 1886. His was a not infrequent and an always 
welcome presence at Harvard College, where he is gratefully re- 
membered as a Phi Beta Kappa orator and as a preacher in Appleton 
Chapel. 

President Porter was in every respect a man of high tone, large- 
hearted, broad-minded, true, sincere, faithful, honorable, making him- 
self not only respected but beloved, and most by those who knew him 
best. He was a firm Christian believer, with fixed opinions based on 
deliberate conviction, but with only the kindest regard for those who dif- 
fered from him. He cannot but have endeared himself to his students 
by a gentleness which was never weak and a firmness which was never 
harsh or stern. His text-books are conservative in their philosophy, 
and especially valuable for the justice and candor with which he treats 
the various schools and types of speculation, even when most remote 
from his own. As a preacher he was always instructive and im- 
pressive ; for his sermons were full of profound thought on subjects 
of infinite moment, and his style, while massive and with little orna- 
ment, was marked by purity of diction, clearness of meaning, and 
precision of statement. In his early ministry he must have been a 
popular preacher, in the better sense of the term ; of late years he 
has commanded close attention and deep interest in proportion to the 
receptivity of his hearers, and their own nearness to his own elevated 
plane of mind, heart, and soul. 



FOREIGN HONORARY MEMBERS. 

JOHN COUCH ADAMS. 

John Couch Adams was" born at Lidcot, England, on June 5, 
1819. His unusual mathematical abilities became evident early in his 
life, and obtained for him the highest honors at the University of 
Cambridge, where he graduated as Senior Wrangler in 1843. His 
election to college fellowships made it practicable for him to devote 



